		CITY OF PASS CHRISTIAN, MISSISSIPPI

MINUTE BOOK 98

	R E G U L A R     M E E T I N G			 	JULY 7, 2015
	
	


BE IT REMEMBERED that the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Pass Christian, Mississippi met on the above date at the Municipal Court Bldg., 105 Hiern Avenue, Pass Christian, Mississippi, at 6:00 p.m., same being the time and place for said meeting.

PRESENT: Mayor Chipper McDermott, Alderman Anthony Hall, Alderman Buddy Clarke, Alderman W. Earl Washington, Sr., Alderman Victor Pickich, Alderman Kenny Torgeson, Chief of Police Hendricks, City Attorney Malcolm Jones and City Clerk Marian Gest.

ABSENT:  


There being a quorum present to transact the business of the City, the following proceedings were had and done.


*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board conducted a Public Hearing to Adopt the Motor Vehicle and Manufactured Homes Ad Valorem Tax Schedule for FY 2015-2016.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Clarke, the Board approved unanimously, to close Public Hearing and Adopt the Motor Vehicle and Manufactured Homes Ad Valorem Tax Schedule for FY 2015-2016.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, opening bids for the “Small Craft Harbor – Construction of the Day Pier”.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Clarke, the Board approved unanimously, accepting bids for the “Small Craft Harbor – Construction of the Day Pier” and awarding at a later date.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, minutes of the June 16, 2015 Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen meeting, as requested by Dawn Sanders, Deputy City Clerk.  A-1.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, minutes of the June 30, 2015 Recess meeting, as requested by Dawn Sanders, Deputy City Clerk.  A-2.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, accepting resignation of Chris Colby from the School Board and advertising for said position, as requested by Chipper McDermott, Mayor.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, appointing Lewie “Skip” Negrotto as City Prosecutor replacing Steve Simpson, who is retiring August 1, 2015, at the current rate of pay for the City Prosecutor, as requested by Chipper McDermott, Mayor. 

*				*				*

	Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, accepting the Pass Christian Main Street donation which was generated by the Kickball fundraiser in the amount of $1,900.00 to the Recreation Department to be utilized for baseball supplies (001-506-500) and amend the budget accordingly, as requested by Jennifer Burke, Executive Director, Main Street.  A-5.
*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, City’s donation to the Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary in the amount of $100.00 for their Sickle Cell Foundation Golf Tournament, this bringing favorable notice to the resources of the City.
*				*				*

	Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, request from Southern Mississippi Planning and Development District (SMPDD), the areas designated Agency on Aging for the use of War Memorial Park, surrounding areas and use of barricades for Race for Energy 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, October 31, 2015 from 6:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  The run will benefit our utility assistance program for the Mississippi Gulf Coast Aging population, this bringing favorable notice to the resources of the City, as requested by Thania Averett, Aging Department Head.  A-7. 
*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, recommendation from city engineer regarding ADA accessibility requirements for reconstruction of fishing pier with Hurricane Isaac FEMA funds and a 12.5 percent match in City budget, as requested by Bob Escher, City Engineer.  (Exhibit ____ attached)
 
		*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, hearing presentation from the Pass Christian Community Sailing Foundation on their vision and need for support from the City of Pass Christian. They are a 501 (c ) (3) Non Profit and this summer have given seven scholarships to children from the Boys & Girls Club to learn the art of sailing at the Pass Christian Y.C. Summer Sailing Camp, as requested by Robin Rafferty, President PCCSF.
 
		*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, to table until the July 16, 2015 Budget Workshop, discussing solutions to resolve the issues with the bottom portion of the East Harbor boat ramp. 
 
		*				*				*


WATER DEPARTMENT
	
Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, an additional adjustment request for Robert Lafontaine in the amount of $72.75 in sewer charges for 14,000 gallons of water usage resulting from a second pool fill after major problems and repairs were completed in the pool. The excess water ran into the yard and did not enter the City sewer system, as requested by Bruce Anthony, WPSCO/Utilities Manager. W-1.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, reimbursement request for Linda Lucas in the amount of $1,910.97, cost of new Grinder Pump Station (GPS).  A 1 ¼” check valve was not installed when the original tap was made and was discovered in June, 2015 by WPSCO worker as a latent condition.  This was not City contractor policy in the 1990’s but is WPSCO’s policy dating back to 1996.  WPSCO supports this request because of the failure to install a check valve which falls under Ordinance 450 Sec 1(B) #2. “Act of omission by City personnel” and all other request of this nature will be decided on a case by case basis, as requested by Bruce Anthony, WPSCO/Utilities Manager.  The City attorney stated that because this was a latent condition this claim was not barred by the applicable statute of limitations.  W-2.


*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board denied, adjustment request for Ada Lang in the amount of $102.10 in sewer charges for 21,000 gallons of water usage resulting from her lawn service leaving a faucet on in the back yard.  The excess water ran into the yard and did not enter the City sewer system, as requested by Bruce Anthony, WPSCO/Utilities Manager. W-3.

· Alderman Hall - Aye
· Alderman Washington - Nay
· Alderman Clarke - Nay
· Alderman Pickich - Nay
· Alderman Torgeson – Nay


*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, adjustment request for Denise Chaison in the amount of $159.50 in sewer charges for 32,000 gallons of water usage resulting from leaks in an inside pipe that ran into the yard.  The excess water ran into the yard and did not enter the City sewer system, as requested by Bruce Anthony, WPSCO/Utilities Manager.  W-4.


*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board denied, special appeal adjustment request for the second time for Emily Clemens in the amount of $121.00 in sewer charges for 31,000 gallons of water usage resulting from watering new sod in her front/side yard utilizing her house meter. The excess water ran into the yard and did not enter the City sewer system, as requested by Bruce Anthony, WPSCO/Utilities Manager. W-5.


· Alderman Hall - Aye
· Alderman Washington - Nay
· Alderman Clarke - Nay
· Alderman Pickich - Nay
· Alderman Torgeson - Aye


PLANNING DEPARTMENT


Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, City Planner’s recommendation to approve the Re-Subdivision of 154 2nd Street, Tax Parcel #0313G-02-079.  The property owner, Michael B. Williams of Newmark Construction Inc, proposes dividing the lot into two sections. The northern portion of the lot will be purchased by Cheryl A. Jones and added to 226 Hiern Avenue, Tax Parcel #0313G-02-073.000, as requested by City Planner, Danit Simon. PD-1.  

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve Application PD-5-2015, Sapphire Homes, LLC as agent for Deborah C. Jones, 226 & 230 West Beach Boulevard, Subdivision Application in the T4L Zone, with the City Engineer’s conditions as stated in his letter, with the Fire Chief’s approval, with the City Attorney’s approval of the covenants, and with an update to the dimensions of lots 18 & 19 so that they both meet the minimum lot area requirement, as requested by City Planner, Danit Simon. PD-2.

*				*				*

Alderman Clarke recused himself at this time during the meeting.

	
*				*				*


 CODE DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, building permit #121183 refund for Mr. Blair Scanlon at 238 Pinewood Drive in the amount of $465.00.  There was no commencement of construction at this site and therefore no inspections were performed, as requested by Shad Jeanfreau, Building Code Official. C-1.

*				*				*


At this time, Alderman Clarke returned to the meeting.


*				*				*


POLICE DEPARTMENT

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, declaring and disposing of the following item which was damaged during hurricane Katrina and is irreparable and has no value, as surplus and removed from the inventory, as requested by Chief John Dubuisson.  P-1.

· Gray-Boston Whaler 20’ BWC6852ED989

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, declaring the following vessels seized by the Pass Christian Police Department in criminal investigations of stolen property as abandoned and authorize the disposing of these vessels pursuant to MCA Section 21-39-21, as amended, as requested by Chief John Dubuisson.  P-2.

· Buddy Boats Camouflage-Skiff with trailer	DE590156A686
· Palm Beach White Cap 200 22’ Boat		No Serial Number


*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, authorizing the hiring of Tiffany Morales to fill one of the existing patrol vacancies effective July 10, 2015, a starting salary of $28,152.00 with a one-year probationary  period, as requested by Chief Timothy Hendricks.  P-3.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, authorizing officers of the Pass Christian Police Department to attend funeral services of fallen officers, participate in funeral processionals when needed representing the City of Pass Christian and the use of City vehicles, as requested by Chief Timothy Hendricks.  P-4.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, ratifying the Noncompensated Special Agent Contract between the City of Pass Christian and the Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics effective July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, as requested by Chief Timothy Hendricks.  P-5. 

*				*				*



PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT


Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, declaring a Rhino 272 Bush Hog, VIN# 10789 valued at $200.00 located at Public Works as surplus and disposal.  Item will be removed from inventory, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, authorizing the trading for work on a trailer in the amount of $445.00 by Danny Rupp in exchange for surplus Rhino 272 Bush Hog, with a value of less than $200.00, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.  

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, authorizing request to change job description requirements for Equipment Operator –III position from requiring “Class C drivers license” to a “valid driver’s license” and remove  “driving trucks” and “moving equipment” from the job description and add “track hoe”, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.  PW-3.

*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, filling vacancy of Equipment Operator-III by promoting Larry Pavolini (only 2      applicants) at a rate of pay of $14.00 an hour effective July 8, 2015, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.  PW-4. 

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved, authorizing lateral move for Kirk Ladner from Beautification Department, General Services Laborer to Public Works Department, Maintence Worker-I, effective July 8, 2015 and a rate of pay $11.00 an hour, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.  PW-5.

· Alderman Hall - Abstained
· Alderman Washington - Aye
· Alderman Clarke - Aye
· Alderman Pickich - Aye
· Alderman Torgeson - Aye


*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, changing part-time status to full-time status for seasonal worker, Richard Lansdale, Operator-I at a rate of pay of $10.00 an hour effective July 8, 2015, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.  PW-6.

*				*				*



HARBOR DEPARTMENT


The Board unanimously took no action, on request to evict customer #00130 from the Pass Christian Harbor for non-payment of boat slip rental in excess of 60 days past due on pleasure pier and 120 days past due on the commercial pier if they are not paid by July 1, 2015.  
*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, refund request in the amount of $7.20 for the difference of transient slip rental for Joseph French.  Mr. French paid $50.00 but only owed $42.80, as requested by Willie Davis, Harbormaster. H-2.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, rate change for Transient Slip fees from $20.00 plus 7% sales tax totaling $21.40 to $25.00 (vessels up to 25 feet) plus 7% sales tax totaling $26.75 and for vessels greater than 25 feet charging $1.00 per foot plus 7% sales tax and to direct City Attorney to prepare Ordinance, as requested by Willie Davis, Harbormaster.  H-3.

*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, request to raise the utility fee from $25.00 per month to $30.00 per month for all new contracts for slip rental.  Rate change for existing slip rental customers will not go into effect until October 1, 2015 and to direct City Attorney to prepare Ordinance, as requested by Willie Davis, Harbormaster. H-4.

*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, advertisement for five part-time call-out Harbor Patrol positions at a rate of pay of $9.00 per hour, as requested by Willie Davis, Harbormaster. H-5.

*				*				*


RECREATION DEPARTMENT


Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, refund request in the amount of $35.00 for Tiffany Lamey for T-Ball/Baseball.  Her daughter, Kayla Lamey, would have been the only female in her bracket, as requested by Bret Bentz. Recreation Director.  R-1.

*				*				*


                CONSENT AGENDA


Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, request to send Marian Gest to the Lunch and Learn, July 30, 2015 at the Regions Bank Building in Hattiesburg, MS with no cost to the City, as requested by Marian Gest, City Clerk. CA-1.
*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, request to send Marian Gest to the IIMC Region IV Meeting, December 2 - 4, 2015 in New Orleans, LA.  Registration fee $125.00, lodging $262.00 and per diem $60, as requested by Marian Gest, City Clerk. CA-2.
*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, request to send FF James Ellington to a 10-day MSFA for Fire Inspector 1031-1 course at the State Fire Academy in Jackson, MS, July 13 - 23, 2015.  Cost of course is $800.00, to be paid with State Rebate Funds, per diem $200.00 and the use of City vehicle, as request by Fire Chief Dwight Gordon. CA-3.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, request to send Police Chief Timothy Hendricks to a 4-day 2015 MSFBINAA Conference at the Courtyard Marriot in Gulfport, MS, August 3 - 6, 2015, Registration fee is $275.00 and the use of City vehicle, as request by Chief of Police Timothy Hendricks. CA-4.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, request to send Inv. Michael Burkett to a 2-day 2015 Property & Evidence Control Management & Storage for Law Enforcement training at the Bass Pro Shop in Pearl, MS, July 23 – 24, 2015.  Registration fee is $125.00, lodging $209.28, per diem $60.00 and the use of City vehicle, as request by Chief of Police Timothy Hendricks. CA-5.

*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, payment of A. Garner Russell & Associates, Inc. Invoices in the amount of $8,230.00, as recommended by Bob Escher, City Engineer.  CA-6.

· Invoice 12532 in the amount of $2,310.00
· Invoice 12533 in the amount of $3,882.50
· Invoice 12534 in the amount of $2,037.50


*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, the following Public Works fund transfers, as requested by Russell Holliman, Public Works Director.  (There will not be an increase to the budget just transferring from one line item to the other.) CA-7.

· $1,000.00 from 001-301-635 to 001-301-555

*				*				*
Upon motion of Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, the following Police Department fund transfers. (There will not be an increase to the budget just transferring from one line item to the other.) CA-8.

· $1,100.00 from 001-200-610 to 001-200-535
 

*				*				*


      CLAIMS DOCKET

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, Claims Docket in the amount of $225,825.28.  CD-1.
*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Pickich, the Board approved unanimously, to accept Addendum item. 

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Washington, seconded by Alderman Clarke, the Board approved unanimously, adopting Ordinance vacating a portion of Waltman Alley as requested by owner, Larry Jones. (This item was tabled at the May 5, 2015 BOA Meeting).  AD-1.
 
			*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, the Board approved unanimously, to go into closed session to discuss Public Works personnel issue,  

*				*				*

	Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, to go into Executive Session to discuss Public Works personnel issue, as per Malcolm Jones, City Attorney.
 
*				*				*

	Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, to come out of executive session.

*				*				*

	Upon motion of Alderman Torgeson, seconded by Alderman Washington, the Board approved unanimously, to follow recommendation of Public Works Director to terminate Christopher Clark as City Mechanic immediately.

*				*				*

	
	The Board authorized unanimously, the swearing in ceremony for Police Chief Timothy Hendricks.

*				*				*

Upon motion of Alderman Hall, seconded by Alderman Torgeson, the Board approved unanimously, motion to recess until 6:00 p.m. Thursday, July 16, 2015.
	
*				*				*



_______________________________________________                                     _________________________________
Mayor					Date


_________________________________________________		          _________________________________
City Clerk	 				Date
5

